
The Name Controversy:
Hansman vs. Latah Creek

av GleNN Lerrz

s the Spokane River runs from Coeur d'Alene Lake
to the Columbia River, its largest tributary flows in
from the southeast just below the Spokane city

center. This stream has a special history of its own. One
of the most colorful aspects of that history centers
around the name controversy that has become one of its
hallmarks.

When Lewis and Clark came through the Inland North-
west, charting and mapping the new territories were their
main priorities. They did not travel as far north as what
would later become Spokane, but they did make a dis-
tinct effort to get descriptions of this region from the In-
dians along their route. As a result, they learned some-
thing about our local river systems. They thought the
Spokane region's rivers ran much farther to the north-
west before draining into the Columbia River, and on

Lewis and Clark a centurv earlier.

their charts this whole river system was called the Lau-
taw.

A number of interpretations of that name later evolved
to the southeastern tributary of the Spokane River being
called the Lah-too, which further evolved into Latah
Creek. We should note at this point that Latah also be-
came the name for Latah County in ldaho. That connec-
tion is always agreed to be a Nez Perce Indian name, and
this tribe is of a very different language family than our
local Spokane and Coeur d'Alene Indians.

About the only name that has come down in history
from the local tribes (such as the Salish) is the "Sin-too-

too-ooley," and it has been used only rarely. Lau-taw or
Latah does not seem to appear anywhere in the local
languages.

The name situation got even more confused when lo-
cal explorations began in the mid-1800s. The military
forces were one of the primary mappers during this pe-
riod. On army maps appear the names "Camas Prairie
Creek" and "Nedl-Whauld." Camas Prairie Creek is a
natural because much of the upper watershed is a major
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This map. drawn by Williom Clork in 1805 from
information gathered t'rom local Indians, includes many
geographical inaccuracies and orchaic names. Note the"Lau-taw Riuer" (top center), a combination of today's

Spokane Riuer and Hangman/Latah Creek; Wayton Lake,
now Coeur d'Alene Loke; and Lewis's Riuer now called

the Snake.

Camas harvesting area. But the Nedl-Whauld name only
adds more confusion. Is it an Indian name? If so, it has
no known definition. Some historians speculate that
there may have been a fur trapper in the stream basin
called Ned Whauld. Feel free to make your own call on
this matterl

It is in 1858 that the real crux of the name debate
comes to the fore. Colonel George Wright came into the
region with a well-armed force to settle the Indian unrest.
In a number of battles he effectively subdued the Indians
and extracted stringent treaty terms and meted out pun-
ishments. His last treaty camp in this campaign was on

Continued on page 44
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Funerol Homes
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes

1306 N. Monroe St., Spokane. (509) 327-6666
We've.been a partol Spokane since 1910. Our tuneral home oflers personalized
funeral and cremation services in the Inland Empire. call our offices for free orear-
ranged funeral/cremation planning. We honor all funeral plans.

Museums
Northwest Museum of Arts & Culture
- Eastern Washington State Historical Society
2316 W. First Ave., Spokane, WA 99204 . (509) 456-3931

Loon Lake Historical Society
P0. Box 26, Loon Lake, WA 99148. (S0S\ 233-2222

Hours: Saturday, 11 a.m. t0 1 p.m.; Tuesday,6 p.m. - g p.m.; 0r byapp0intment.

Museum of North ldaho
115 Northwest  Blvd. ,  Coeur d 'Atene,  tD 83814.  (208)  664-3448

0pen.Tuesday through Saturday l1:00a,m. to 5:00 p.m. The research l ibrary is
available by appointment.

Pend Oreille County Historical Society
402 S. Washington Ave., Newport, WA. (509) 447-5388

0pens May 2001. Hours: l0:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 7 days a week.

Photo Finishing / Retouching
Wirsche Photolab

'127 W. Indiana Ave., Spokane, WA 99205 . (509) 327-9651
0ld ph0t0s copied, archival printing, prints lrom slides, slides from prints, resto-
ration and enhancement ol old photos.

Senior Housing Options
Alterra Glare Bridge

5329 W. Rifle Club Court, Spokane, WA 99208 . (S09) 323-1400
www.assisted.com

A.memory care residence, specializing in caring lor the memory imparred such as
Alzheimels disease. Private or semi-private rooms to choose irom. Experienced
statf provide assislance with personal care, laundry, housekeeping, mbdication,
rrre enncnment and meals. Alterra Clare Bridge oflers peace of mind, for you, and
your loved ones.

Bethany Place
91 1 1 E. Upriver Dr., Spokane, WA 99206 . (509) 924-0580

A.newly remodeled facility that provides a homey atmosphere with a gracious
lviing room and a light-filled dining area overlooking the pisadena park foothills.
Private and semi-private rooms available. Cottages llso available.

Beverly Health and Rehabil itation at Northpointe
9827 N. Nevada, Spokane, WA. 99218. (509) 468-7000

Oualified and committed staff assisting each resident to llve with dignity and satis-
faction. services include a 24 hour nursing staff: Alzheimer's caie unit; private
rooms available; barberibeauty shop. Admidsions available every day.
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Brighton Court
1308 N Verc ler  Rd. .  Spokane.  WA 99216.  (509)  926-4533

Independent living supported by a wide range o1 personal services tailored to indi-
vidual needs. All units wilh private bath, s0me kitchenettes and some patios. Three
daily meals, weekly housekeeping, 24-hour stafiing, calendar ol activities, monthly
'rellness checks

Fairwinds Northpointe
520 E.  Hol land Ave ,  Spokane,  WA 99218.  (509)  468-1000
vYviw. lersu recare.com

All ihe comforts of home without the challengesl Enloy spacious studio, one and
tlvO bedr00m apartments. Services included in monthly rent: delicious restaurant
stylemeals weeklyhousekeeping;cableTV;scheduledtransp0rtatonf0rappoint-
nents. excursions and group activit ies.

Harvard Park
1616 E.30th,  Spokane,  WA 99203.  (509)747-2703

Spacious studio, 1&2 bedr00m apartments.3 delicious meals served in gracious
dining room. Weekly housekeeping with linens. Activities,outinqs, tree localtrans-
p0rtati0n. Hair care on-site, free laundry lacil i t ies. Thermostat conlrols in each
apartment. All uti l i t ies included. No buy-in lee or long-term commitment.

Holman Gardens
12912E.12th,  Spokane .  (509)  927-2300

Low monthly fees include daily main meal, nurse's health checks. Resident's gar-
den area, shull leboard, and indoor swimming pool, hot tub, walking track, and
c0mputer learning center all at one of the l inest lacil i t ies in Spokane.

L i lac Plaza
7007 N.  Wiscomb St . .  Spokane .  (509)  489-7612

Main meal pr0gram, nurse's health checks. Lovely landscaped grounds with out-
door walking track, resident's garden, computer learning center and many more
activit ies.

0rchard Crest Retirement Community
222S,Euergreen, Spokane, WA . (509) 928-2222

A locally owned full service retirement c0mmunity offering independent living with
light assisted l iving available soon. Conveniently located in Spokane Valley near
shopping. nedical facil i t ies, and your personal & business needs. Variety ofl loor
plan apartments ofier month-to-month rental, and triplex units available on a "buy-

in" (l i{etime leasehold) basis. Secure, worry-free l iving with an abundance o1 ac-
tivit ies to choose f rom.

Parkway Vi l lage Assis ted L iv ing
3708 East 57th Avenue Spokane, WA 98223 (509) 443-0401

At Parkway Village you are seen as an individual, with your own personality, spe-
cial l i fe history, and unique personal choices. Parkway Vil lage is committed to
recognizing your value and honoring your uniqueness. Come home to Parkway
Village and treat yOursell t0 a bright, unique, home environment where your ener-
gies are lree trom every day tasks. Designed for gracious living with ample room
to provide desired care, Parkway Vil lage offers spacious studio and one bedroom
suites. All apartments are enhanced with a kitchenette, individually controlled heating
and air conditioning, and wall to wall carpet.

Rockwood Soulh
2903 East 25th Ave., Spokane, WA 99223
(509) 536-6650 or 1-800-727-6650 . www.rockwoodretirement.org

A full continuum of care and services on this 86 1/2 acre campus on the South Hill.
lndependent l iving homes, duplexes, apartments, assisted l iving, skil led nursing,
menory loss care, c0mputer center, convenience store, state-01-the-art wellness

Chica-ma-poo, or Old Jea stoically bears her burden.
She wos photographed around 7903.

this stream about twenty miles from Spokane.
An important part of the proceedings at this location

was the hanging of seven Indian warriors. This was the
event that initiated the Hangman Creek name in our area
history. Much of the following mapping in the region
quickly adopted that name.

Today, most of the residents in the watershed use the
Hangman Creek name. but there have long been objec-
tions that it is too gruesome and bloody a term. Today
you might hear, "lt is not politically correct." Spokane
County and the State of Washington both long ago
passed legislation to make Latah Creek the official name.
However, all Federal agencies retain the Hangman Creek
usage on their maps.

Farther upstream, the creek crosses the ldaho state line
and the headwaters rise on the Coeur d'Alene Indian
Reservation. On all of its maps, Idaho uses the Hang-
man Creek name, and the major tributary of the stream
is called "Little Hangman Creek." Finally, the Coeur
d'Alene tribe uses the Hangman Creek name on their
tribal records. Tribal Council members say the historical
significance of the name's origin makes it an appropriate
designation.

Just a few years ago a national organization called the
United States Board on Geooraphic names held their an-
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Token sometime af ter 1877, this picture captures
Teacher Kate McBeth (standing, t'ar right) with her scholors

- Nez Perce lndian women - and their children.

nual convention in Spokane. Most of its members are
college staff people or governmental agency members.
High on the convention agenda was a close look at our
local streams name controversy. The convention group
took a bus tour, with the Colonel Wright treaty camp site
as their first stop. This writer spoke to the group about
the local history aspects of this spot and said that as a
resident of the watershed. he unequivocally supported the
Hangman Creek usage. Later in the convention proceed-
ings, the group passed an advisory vote of approval for
the Hangman Creek name.

Over a long period of time, this stream has had a long
and unusual list of names. As we look at the current sta-
tus, we may admit that the decision of local lawmakers
regarding the Latah Creek usage was perhaps well-in-
tended. However, the people closest to the scene, who
speak about the stream on a daily basis, continue to use
the colorful and historic name of Hangman Creek.

Considering the duration of time over which this con-
troversy has occurred and the passion of the arguments,
it is more than likely this debate will continue for some
time.

Glenn Leitz retired in 1995 Jrom a career t 'arming in the
Hangmon Creek region. Since then. he has been bitten by
the historical research uirus. While he is interested in
mony ospects of local history. Glenn says that Hangman
Creek Volley history is currently his top priority becouse ot'
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program, Rockwood bus and van to shopping and appointments, vi00d shop a11
studio, pool, housekeeping, security, Chaplain. lull activit ies program Accreditecl

Rockwood at Hawthorne
101 E. Hawthorne Rd., Spokane, WA 9921 8
(509) 466-041 1 or 1-800-727-6650 . www.rockwoodretirement.org

0n 8 suburban acres, near Whitworth College and the County Library lndepen-
dent l iving in Courtyard homes, duplexes, aparlments, Assistance in Living pro-
gram, skil led nursrng, l i tness pr0gram, scheduled transportation. Chaplain. {ull
activities pr0gram, quiet and traditional setting. Accredited.

The Academy Retirement Community
1 21 6 N. Superior, Spokane. WA 99202 . (509) 484-4099
www.academyretirement.com

Both independent and assisted l iving units have kitchens. weekly housekeeping
{ree laundry facil i t ies, meals, 24 hour staffing, activit ies, pet policy, hair salon All
uti l i t ies included except phone and cable. No buy-in lees

Waterford on South Hil l
2929 S. Waterford, Spokane, WA 99203 . (509) 536-2929

All the services to provide freedom, convenience and security for an Active anci
Involved retirement in apartment and cottage homes Leisure services. c0mputer
lab, l i tness programs, spa, wood & metal shops, housekeeping, grocery bank,
hair salons, scheduled transportation. Enjoy old and new acquaintances in a com-
munity that feels l ike a neighborhood. Health care available {or Assisted L.ivinq
Alzheimeis and Skil led Nursino.

An int imatc scnior
community support ing
your  chang ing  necdr .
A place of respcct.

independence and chorcc.
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APARTMENT CHOICES
.Studio .  I  Bedroom. I  bath .2 Bedroont .  Ibath

AMMENITIES
.  Threc chef-prcpared meals di i i lv

. Restaurant style dining with choiccs ol cntrdc
. Nurse on site 7 days a week. l  0 hours a dal
.  24 hour assistancc . Family pcts welcol l tc

421S. Adams Rd.,  Spokane, WA 99216

ii#; ,:i (509) 924-5sss . (509) 924-8890 Fax
$i :" '  
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